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Proceeds from the sale of this booklet go to Summit Road Society (Inc.) 
whose objects include upgrading tracks and amenities on the Summit Road. 


THE SUMMIT ROAD, CHRISTCHURCH, N.Z. 

FOREWORD BY Sir George Manning, C.M.G., M.A., Dip.Soc.Sc. 

Patron of S.R.S.S. 

former Mayor of Christchurch. 
| commend the Summit Road Scenic Society for its initiative in producing this 
brochure. It will fill a significant gap not only in tourist literature, but in the 
historical recording of the fight to preserve the flora and fauna, and the 
battle for rights of the citizens to access routes to the Port Hills. Summit 
Road preservation battles heralded the passing of the Scenery Preservation 
Act in the early days of this century. 
| had close personal associations with the late Mr Harry Ell who instigated 
the whole Summit Road Scheme. | know, too,something of the work of the 
Summit Road Scenic Society, and have joined in some of the efforts of the 
Society in tree planting, especially those happy Arbor Day functions. It 
is pleasing to anticipate that funds raised by the publication of this brochure 
will assist in the work of extending tree planting, will provide additional 
amenities, and that bush preservation projects will be encouraged thereby. 
May | now, in closing this foreword, appeal to everyone who becomes 
involved in any aspect of Summit Road planning, to read through this 
brochure, be indoctrinated with the sense of history it conveys, and plan 
adequately to preserve all that is fine and practical of application to present 
day needs and the requirements of future generations. 


FE, ZAC 
A young man with vision and the will to turn vision e °@ ; 
into reality. That is the story of Harry George Vision to 


Ell and the Summit Road. 

Harry Ell was a radical thinker, a public-spirited 
man and a lover of nature in a time when con- 
servation of the natural environment was un- 
thought of. He cut short a hitherto successful 
political career to fight for the protection and 
development of the natural state of the Port 
Hills overlooking Christchurch and Lyttelton 
Harbour. From this desire to conserve the rem- 
nants of flora and fauna of earlier days came the 
inspiration of a highway along the summit of the 
Port Hills. By the time of his death (in 1934), 
Ell had laid the foundations for “The Summit 
Road” with its rest houses as we see them today. 
We of the Summit Road Scenic Society are con- 
vinced that this road is a tourist attraction equal 
to any in New Zealand. We see the need for fur- 
ther amenities, and recognise the value of securing 
for all time the remaining areas of native bush. 
We have a sense of history, therefore, we have 
published this brochure, with the generous support 
of advertisers, as a means of raising finance to 
develop further the Summit Road and its reserva- 
tions and to record valuable geographical and 
historical facts relating to the hills surrounding the 
harbour and overlooking Christchurch City. In 
this work we are constantly aware of the valuable 
assistance and guidance of the Christchurch City 
Council and other local bodies and of the con- 
tinuing generosity of business firms and individual 
citizens. It is our aim as a society to co-ordinate, 
promote and publicise the Summit Road and its 
amenities. Here we acknowledge valuable advice 
and assistance from the Public Relations Office, 
Oxford Terrace, the newspapers, New Zealand 
Broadcasting Corporation, tourist interests, and 
many who have assisted in the production. of this 
booklet. 


The Summit Road 


A study of the map in this brochure shows that the 
highway follows the summits of the hills overlook- 
ing the crater of an extinct volcano (Lyttelton 
Harbour). 

From Evans Pass above Sumner one may travel 
on 18 miles of sealed road to Gebbies Pass. A 
break occurs then, but the Summit Road may 

be met again at the Hilltop above Little River, 
and a drive along the summits above Akaroa 
Harbour completes the concept of the Port Hills— 
Akaroa Summit Road. H. G. Ell’s rest houses, 
the “Sign of the Takahe” at the Cashmere Bus 
terminal, the “Sign of the Kiwi’’ at Dyers Pass 
and the tea room at Victoria Park, still cater for 
the needs of the Summit Road traveller. 
Travellers gain access to the Summit Road from 
several points, depending on their mode of 
travel. 

For the stranger to the city the easiest access is 
by bus or car along the main Christchurch street, 
Colombo Street, south onto Dyers Pass Road and 
the “Sign of the Takahe,” thence up through 
Victoria Park, or along the Governors Bay Road, 
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To the pioneer women = 


The Bridle Path 


A separate section in this booklet will tell you of 
the pre-European history of this area but within 
the last 120 years much of the recorded early 
history of Canterbury centred on the Bridle Path 
which crosses the Summit Road above Lyttelton. 
We first see evidence of this when we inspect 
the memorial to the Pioneer Women at this 
point. The memorial is in stone, six sided, and 
its bold construction typifies the spirit of the 
women-folk in the early days of the colony. The 
side facing the Bridle Path is inscribed “They 
passed this way,” for it was up this path that the 
families of the pioneers brought their household 
goods and personal belongings before access 
became available in any other fashion. Later, 
access to the plains was made easier by the 
Lyttelton Sumner Road, the little ships, and, in 
due course, the railway tunnel. 

Another inscription vividly suggests the pioneer 


to the “Sign of the Kiwi.” Here the two sections 
of the Summit Road meet and a study of the map 
will indicate the best route to follow. TO TRAV- 
ERSE THE COMPLETE SUMMIT ROAD THE 
ENTRY POINTS ARE EITHER EVANS PASS OR 
GEBBIES PASS. 

Evans Pass is above Sumner and the traveller 
from Lyttelton Wharf proceeds over the bridge 
and follows the road to the RIGHT signposted 
“Sumner Christchurch.” If he enters from Sumner 
he will travel from the city via Ferry Road, around 
the estuary to Sumner, and climb the hills at the 
head of Sumner Valley. 

SIGHT-SEEING BUSES LEAVE EVERY AFTER- 
NOON FROM VICTORIA SQUARE NEAR THE 
CHRISTCHURCH TOWN HALL, AND OF 
COURSE, RENTAL CARS AND TAXIS ARE 
READILY AVAILBLE FROM THE AIRPORT OR 

IN THE CITY ITSELF, 

Access to the Summit Road from the Southern end 
is by the Akaroa Main Road, from Christchurch 
turning left about half a mile past Motukarara 
and into Gebbies Valley. 


women's feelings: ‘On this spot the Pioneer 
Women of Canterbury rested after their climb 
from the Port of Lyttelton and gazed with awe and 
with courage upon the hills and plains of 
Canterbury where they were to make their 
homes.” 

Ferrymead Park in Heathcote Valley is worthy of 
a visit for here will be found the site of the first 
railway in New Zealand and near here also the 
ships tied up to unload cargoes from Lyttelton 
after a short but hazardous journey “over the 
bar’ from Sumner. The Summit Road can truly 
be said to be a link with the past. To give you 
further glimpses of the early days of the province 
and the living conditions of the pioneers we 
recommend a visit to the Ferrymead Historical 
Park, the Lyttelton Museum, and the early Colonial 
Section of the Canterbury Museum in Christ- 
church. 
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Top The Sign of the Kiw 
Bottom Lyttelton Harbour 


Geology 


Viewed from any of the vantage points along 
the road, Lyttelton harbour and the area surround- 
ing it present many interesting features. Briefly, 
the harbour consists of a valley system formed 
over millions of years by erosion of the heart of 
a basalt volcanic mountain, later invaded by the 
sea. Banks Peninsula as a whole consists of the 
remains of the twin volcanoes of Lyttelton and 
Akaroa. It is estimated that all activity ceased 
about 53 million years ago. Captain Cook's 
error in concluding that it was an island 
receives some justification from the accepted 
fact that it was originally a volcanic island and 
subsequently became linked with the main- 
land as the Canterbury Plains were built up 

by the spread of alluvial fans from the 
Southern Alps, a process lasting several 
million years. 


It will be noted that the escarpment surrounding 
the harbour is broken at one point, where the 
sea enters, and is lowered by erosion at the 
opposite end, Gebbies Pass. The road from 
Evans Pass to Gebbies Pass follows for the most 
part the rim of this escarpment so that from 
time to time one is looking down into a vast 
rocky amphitheatre. 

The centre, or main, vent of the Lyttelton volcano 
was thought to have been on the south side of 
Quail Island. The long, straight, sloping area on 
the opposite side of the harbour, from near Mt. 
Herbert to sea level, was a laval overflow from 
the later, and much larger, Akaroa volcano. 

In many of the cuttings through which the road 
passes a fine white or yellowish silt known as 
“loess” will be noted. This has been deposited 
throughout the peninsula by wind carriage from 
the rivers and plains of the northern portion of 
Canterbury. 

At a number of points conspicuous rocky ridges 
appear, generally arranged in radial fashion from 
the volcanic centre. These curious formations, 
known as “dykes” were formed at the stage 
when molten rock or magma was forcing its way 
up fissures in the volcanic wall. As it neared 
the surface it cooled and solidified. At a later 
stage the volcanic rock on each side of the 
fissure eroded leaving the dyke exposed. 
Examples of such may be seen at Castle Rock, 
Rapaki and a short distance south of Dyers 
Pass and above Purau and Diamond Harbour 

on the south side of Lyttelton Harbour. 


A remarkable feature of the drowned valley which 
is Lyttelton Harbour is that, as a result of silting 
up, the floor of the harbour is quite horizontal 
from side to side between the steep walls of 
the eroded valley. The depth of harbour decreases 
only slightly from the entrance to the upper 
reaches. As a result of these two factors there 
is practically no obstruction offered to the ocean 
swell as it moves in from the sea. Hence the 
‘surge’ for which Lyttelton is famous and which 
has caused such difficulty when efforts were made 
in recent years to increase the port facilities 
outside the present wharf areas. 
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SUMMIT ROAD RESERVES 


Evans Pass to Dyers Pass : 


NAME A. R. P. STATUS 
OSes : 2 ~~ Rapanui 2.3.02 Plantation 
pene LO he ts arte i %.  JolliesBush 2.2.35 Scenic 
” Toa %, « Mt.Pleasant 13.2.08 Scenic 
“> Lyttelton *BotanicGarden’> 51.3.03 _ title,intrust 
*Mt.Cavendish 18.2.05 Scenic 


Memorial to Pioneer Women 


NOTE: 2 


of Canterbury O68 Historic 
Legal rads unrmed 6h Thelors 13.0.37 Scenic 
(Refer i eS. ma, pecotas, ? Witch Hill 13.11.09 Scenic 
Scott Reserve 19.0.38 Recreation 
i Sugar Loaf 276.1.17 Scenic 
Thompson Park (incldg-SkellerupPk)63.1.05 Scenic 
5 an 
wae MY, t% Dyers Pass to Gebbies Pass: 
Cathiaee “to. Dyers Passi OF an , Coronation Hill, Signof the Kiwi 8.1.3) Scenic 
. “s. Hoon Hay Park 41 .1.13 Scenic 
NAME. ‘ ALR. P. SUE Kennedys Bush,Signof the Bellbird 213.3.08 Scenic 
Cracroft Hill, Signof the Takahe : 7/5 2.09 ublic --- Cass Peak 8.0.20 Scenic 
Elizabeth Park . 37. ze 29 tion Coopers Knob 39.2.36 Scenic 
Victoria Park 183.3.09 Recreation Ahuriri 27.0.20 Scenic 


Thompson Park (incl'dg Skellerup Pk.)63. 1.05 Scenic 
% Controlled bythe Lyttelton Borough Council ; all theother Reserves listed above are controlled by the Chistchurch City Council, 


THE SUMMIT ROAD PROVIDES MANY FINE VANTAGE POINTS FOR OVERLOOKING CHRISTCHURCH: THE HOST CITY TO THE XTH BRITISH COMMONWEALTH GAMES NZ 
JANUARY 24 TO FEBRUARY 2 1974 


PANORAMIC RELIEF OUTLINE OF MOUNTAIN RANGES FROM SUGAR LOAF CAR PARK 
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Native flora along the Summit Road 


There is much of botanical interest to be seen 
without leaving the road. To those who are 
prepared to explore further afield, there is a 
wealth of material that will appeal to both 
amateur and professional botanists. Attention is 
drawn to the wide range of species in a com- 
paratively small area contiguous to the road 
though mainly in the various reserves. It has 
been estimated that approximately 250 species 
and varieties of plants may be found. Some are 
unique to Banks Peninsula. The road areas have 
their quota of the rare and beautiful. 

It should be realised that, in their original state, 
the hills were never heavily bush-clad. Timber 
trees, mainly totara and black pine, grew in the 
wetter areas but were soon cleared for building 
in Christchurch. Only the unsuitable trees remain. 
At certain points interesting associations may be 
found, e.g. ribbonwood (plagianthus betulinus) 
kowhai, weeping matipo (myrsine divaricata) 
melicope and various coprosmas at Kennedy's 
Bush. On the steep slopes, on the cold side, 
beyond reach of stock may be found the bright 
yellow flower-clusters of the ground senecio 
(saxifragoides). On the sunnier slopes are 
everlasting daisies (helichrysum bellidiodes). In 
the Ahuriri Bush colourful pepper trees (pseudo- 


Clematis (Top) 
“The Takahe’’ (Bottom) 


The sign of the Takahe 


Harry Ell’s masterpiece, the Sign of the Takahe 
will remain for centuries as an example of Gothic 
architecture, though some may question this, but 
its chief interest to the visitor and the historian 
will lie in the proposition that herein is history 
itself. It is a matter of regret that full identification 
of all the heraldry is now lost to us, but such as 
we have remaining could be woven into a 
fascinating story—leaders in politics, leaders in 
wars, founders of the colony, governors and 
governors-general, knights in armour, and even 
more importantly, benefactors to the scheme 
itself; all are represented here. 

The Entrance Hall carries a memorial plate to the 
late Harry Ell and also his portrait. Though not 
painted during his lifetime, the portrait reveals 
something of the sensitivity, of the energy and 
intensity of his character. As we mount the 
stairs into the lounge we can appreciate to 

the full the majesty of this building. The 
heavy kauri beams in the ceiling were salvaged 
from a former Hurunui River bridge. The 

stone was quarried and brought down from some 
of the rocky outcrops of the Port Hills. The tools 
used were, in many cases, made from scrap 
metal. 


wintera) abound. Climbers are to be found in many 
areas including several species of clematis, the . 
native woodbine or jasmine (parsoncia) lawyer 
and supplejack. One climber represents the daisy 
family (senecio sciadophilus) and flowers in 
February and March. 

Ferns: many types of aspléenium and blechnum 
occur. Also the dainty little necklace fern which 
defies even animals and other unfavourable 
factors. Originally, the hills had a much wider 
range of ferns. 

The occasional speargrass or ‘“‘Spaniard”’ 
(aciphylla) thrusts its head above the surrounding 
tussocks and is re-emerging in several of the 
reserves. 

Short list of some of the commoner shrubs—flax, 
manuka, astelia, pittosporum, N.Z. iris, (libertia 
ixioides), milk-tree (paratrophis), mahoe (meli- 
cytus), broadleaf (griselina), koromikos (hebes 
including lavaudiana which is peculiar to the 
Peninsula) tree daisies (olearia, including fragrant- 
issima and avicennifolia), kaikomako (pennantia), 
fuchsia and fivefinger (pseudo-panax). Many can 
be seen from the roadside. For a more complete 
list and fuller information refer to “The Botany 
of Christchurch” by the late Professor Arnold 
Wall. 
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The Summit Road Scenic Reserves 


The original concept of the Summit Road en- 
visaged access to the hilltops being guaranteed 
to the citizens of Christchurch FOR ALL TIME 
by means of reservations linked by walking 
tracks or roadways. 

This was achieved by degrees, and extended 
eventually to become the tourist road we enjoy 
today. 

Reference to the map will show the position, 
extent and nature of these reserves, and this 
section describes the linking of components into 
the whole Summit Road. 
WE COMMENCE OUR JOURNEY FROM EVANS 
PASS ABOVE SUMNER and eventually traverse 
the full 18 miles to Gebbies Pass. Below us, as 
we look towards Sumner, is Rapanui Reserve 


gaining skills in climbing. One can readily 
visualise the artist, geologist, or climber finding 
much of interest in this vicinity. 

Witch Hill is our next stop. This well-known land- 
mark of 13 acres is above the walking track 
called Rapaki Road which is a pleasant walk 
from the terminus of the St. Martin’s bus route. 
It also overlooks the historic Rapaki Pa and 
provides a good view of Quail Island in the 
middle of Lyttelton Harbour. On the summit of 
Witch Hill is a stone seat erected in memory of 
Canterbury men, including Maoris from the Pa, 
who lost their lives in the First World War. 
Scotts Scenic Reserve of 18 acres covered with 
exotic trees mainly planted by Christchurch 
Jaycees is situated overlooking St. Martins and, 


The ‘‘Kiwi’’ Resthouse 


planted by the local boy scout troop. It was, in 
the early days, reserved for use as a blacksmith's 
shop and powder magazine. 


Perhaps you will pause awhile at Jollies Bush, 

a small reserve of 2} acres above the road. Well 
sheltered, liberally clothed with native shrubs and 
trees it is accessible to the public and has a stone 
shelter. It is situated within a mile of Evans Pass. 
The conservationist will recognise beech, totara, 
matipo, olearias, rangiora, coprosmas, and 
senecios amongst the specimens of native flora. 


The next stop may be at Mt. Pleasant Reserve 
above the road. The trig station on the 1637ft. 
summit was used by the early surveyors of 
Canterbury. Because it was the focal point for all 
the original surveys it is still perhaps the most 
important trig station in the South Island. The 
summit gives excellent views of Banks Peninsula, 
Pegasus Bay, Christchurch and the plains. 


Journeying onward we come to the Bridle Path 
and Pioneer Women’s memorial described else- 
where. Photography here will be most rewarding. 


The Tors and Castle Hill. A feature of this part 
of the Summit Road are twin peaks (both 1481ft.) 
of rock which are popular with mountaineers in 


below left, Victoria Park can be seen where 
extensive plantings of trees and shrubs are 
flourishing in ideal conditions. 

Sugarloaf Reserve. Prominent on this reserve is 
the 392ft. television tower of the New Zealand 
Broadcasting Corporation. The reserve of 272 
acres contains an area of bush known as the 
“Y and |" (from its shape) and specimens of 
mahoe, broadleaf, lemonwood, fuchsia, titoki 
native ash), coprosma, and lancewood are prom- 
inent. There is a walking track through this bush 
commencing from below the radio tower at the 
parking area left of the road. This track, 
“Mitchells,” may also be approached just opposite 
the Sign of the Kiwi. 

The Christchurch City Council, with funds sup- 
plemented by the Summit Road Scenic Society, 
fenced in most of the bush areas in recent years. 
Visible evidence of natural regeneration of the 
native flora in these areas indicates that the work 
of this society in preserving the vegetation so 
vital to our survival is bearing fruit. 

It is worth noting here, that where selective 
supplementary tree planting is done, natural 
regeneration is speeded up. This has been 
evident as a result of the City Council’s work in 


developing the reserves it took under its wing in 
1947-48. 

Eradication of noxious weeds is important too, 
and is a major item of expenditure each year by 
the City Council. 

At Thompson Park a stone shelter has been 
built amidst shrubs and trees. Near the parking 
area on the access road to the TV tower is the 
site from which the relief outline of the mountain 
ranges contained herein was recorded. 

Now we descend to the Sign of the Kiwi at Dyers 
Pass where a shop can provide us with refresh- 
ments and mementoes of our visit. At this point 
the road from the Sign of the Takahe and the 
Northern and Southern Summit Roads meet. 
Continuing our journey along the hilltops we pass 


road. Fuchsia and totara are prominent in a good, 
though small, stand of native bush. 

Coopers Knob in a reserve of 36 acres, marks 
the highest point (1880ft.) along the road. There 
are some generous stands of native bush. Mt. 
Cook lying due west can be seen from this peak in 
clear conditions. 

Ahuriri Bush on both sides of the Summit Road 
contains fine stands of native bush with specimens 
equal to any of those found in Sugar Loaf or 
Kennedys Bush. Matipo, broadleaf, totara, and 
fuchsia are well represented. 

The road now descends to Gebbies Pass, and 
from here to the hilltop, above Akaroa Harbour, 
is a walking track, though shown as a road 
reserve on the survey maps. It is possible that 


The Bellbird Shelter 


through an area where impressive views of the 
harbour are obtained. The need for constant 
vigilance against the encroachment of buildings 
and houses in this area will be appreciated. 
Hoon Hay Park above the road is an undeveloped 
reserve capable of extensive plantings of native 
shrubs. Here a walking track (Ella’s track) is an 
interesting diversion for the amateur geologist 
where it reveals a deposit of sea shells embedded 
in sandstone. It is a track worthy of full 
development. 

Kennedy’s Bush and adjoining reserves of 200 
acres include an area known locally as Rocky 
Knob and is the site of a shelter known as the 
“Sign of the Bellbird,’’ recently restored. An 
attractive and popular bush area just three miles 
from the Sign of the Kiwi. Most of the bush is 
below the Summit Road and plantings carried out 
here were of plants indigenous to the area. 
Fencing in the area has encouraged considerable 
natural regeneration, so that now Kennedy's 
Bush is returning to what it must have been in 
the early years of Canterbury. 

Cass Peak Scenic Reserve of one acre is above 
the Summit Road and at its highest point is 
178Cft. There is also a small area below the 


Ahuriri:Coopers Knob 


in the near future some better access to this 
area will be provided, but the grandeur of the 
views obtainable along this track warrants a visit. 


The motorist may wish to link up further with 
the Summit Road at the hilltop via Gebbies 
Valley and the main Akaroa Highway, but may 
prefer to turn down towards the harbour to 
reach the junction of the roads to Diamond 
Harbour (right) and to Governors Bay and 
Dyers Pass (left) rejoining the Summit Road at 
the Sign of the Kiwi. There are continuous 
reserves, liberally planted, on the Dyers Pass 
Road to the Sign of the Takahe. In some areas, 
notably Elizabeth Park, school children in 
Arbor Day ceremonies have planted many 
thousands of now flourishing trees and shrubs. 
You have now completed your Summit Road 
journey, through its scenic reserves totalling 
987 acres. 


We hope you will re-visit, before leaving the 
hills, the plane table at the Cracroft Hill reserve 
(where the Sign of the Takahe stands) and, 
gazing out over the vast expanse of city and 
plain, catch something of the vision, of the 
challenge, of the founders of the Summit Road. 


Such was the nature of the project—improvisation 
through lack of finance, but a steadfast will to 
achieve something unique and, in some degree, 
representative of early England in this antipodean 
city. So in the sheer nobility of this entrance, 
lounge and stairway we are introduced to a 
period of English craftsmanship that has no rival 
elsewhere in this country. 

The six shields over the fireplace in the main 
lounge are those of Ross, Leslie, Beauchamp, 
Crosbie, Cracroft, and Malet. These represent 
Canterbury families such as Acland, Clifford, 
Vernon, Baker, Torlesse, Bridge, Bingham, 
Cholmondeley, and Pritchett, who helped in the 
task that Ell set out to accomplish. The big 
windows in this room give excellent views onto 
Cracroft Hill, the city and the mountains beyond. 
The furniture is in keeping with the air of 
robustness apparent in this type of architecture. 
An archway into the Armorial Room where the 
chief features are the Coats of Arms of England 
and Scotland. The visitor may be able to recog- 
nise the arms of the Bowes—Lyon family—(King- 
horn and Strathmore), Lord Napier, Sir Francis 
Drake, and closer to our own history, John 
Robert Godley. There is also a section relating 
to the Governors and Governors-General of New 
Zealand. The arms of Prince John of Eltham 
decorate the main window in the Armorial Room, 
the window being the gift of John McGibbon who 
helped and inspired Ell for many years. 

The Memorial Room and the main tea room con- 
tain much of interest. The windows display the 
shields of the Autrobus family, and also (a gift 
from the Studholme family) the Wauchope arms. 
The fireplace is practically a replica of one in 
Haddon Hall, Dorothy Vernon’s home. The shield 
incorporated in the design is the armorial shield 
of Sir Roger Trumpington. 

The historical friezes in the memorial room were 


(left) The Haddon Hall fireplace (right) Heraldry 


made from packing cases, the work being 
accomplished by craftsmen who were, at that 
stage, available from the ranks of the unem- 
ployed of the early 1930's. 

The amazing part of the whole conception of the 
‘““Takahe” is the fact that Ell had never seen, at 
first hand, the wonders of the period he so 
earnestly desired to reproduce in this building. 
But he was an avid reader, and, being inspired 
by what he read of the ancient craftsmen who 
wrought by hand in the days when machinery 
was unheard of, set about accomplishing this 
masterpiece based on his personal appreciation 
of the ancient arts. You are the judge—do you 
now feel that he attained his goal? 

After a restful cup of tea, or coffee, we can turn 
to the outside of the building. You may be 

able to identify the shield of the Earl of Coventry, 
whose descendants, the Collins family, have also 
contributed architecturally to this building, Mr J. G. 
Collins being closely associated in the original 
planning of this building. This shield is in the 
centre top of the east wall near the northern 
corner. Over the entrance are those of Raymond, 
Count of Provence, Roger de Quincy, Earl of 
Winchester, John, Earl of Wareune and Surrey 
and also the Mortimer family crest. 

On the main east wall are the shields of Moles- 
worth of Pencarrow, and of the Earl of Derby. 
Certainly there is English history in these armorial 
shields, but then Canterbury was an English 
settlement. 

This brief glimpse of the ““Takahe” will, we hope, 
remain long in your memory, but we do hope 
you will walk out onto the reserve which will one 
day be landscaped as a memorial to the founder 
of the Port Hills-Akaroa Summit Road Scheme. 
Here is placed a plane-table which is the gift of 
the Rotary Organisation. You may identify many 
of the ranges and peaks of the Southern Alps and 
pin-point some of the buildings and features of 
the City of Christchurch below. It has been 
suggested that the views obtained from the 
Summit Road bear comparison with those 
obtainable from the roads on the Mediterranean 
coasts. Travellers may reach their own con- 
clusions on this point, but we feel confident that 
here, before you, is a panorama you will not 
easily forget. We hope the day is clear to give 
you the best impression. 


The Summit Road Scenic Society 


The Summit Road Scenic Society (Inc.) was 
formed (in 1948) on the basis of an elected 
committee and representation from local bodies 
and interested organisations. It acts as a co- 
ordinating body, engages in fund raising activities, 
and generally takes an interest in all aspects of 
Summit Road maintenance development, and 
improvement. The Society would welcome 
enquiries, membership, and donations, and 
facilities are available at the Sign of the Kiwi, the 
Sign of the Takahe or through its Publicity 
Officer, Mr J. W. Jameson, 105 Bishop Street, 


Maori Associations 


(Compiled by Dr Roger Duff) 

Maori associations with the area embraced by the 
Summit Road, which follows the curve of the 
northern wall of the giant crater which created 
Lyttelton Harbour, were of minor significance but 
interesting, nevertheless. The situation was not 
conducive to Maori settlement. With the ex- 
ception of a small look-out pa on the high 
ridge overlooking the Harbour Quarry to the south 
and Taylor’s Mistake to the north we are left 
mainly with place names which alternately des- 
cribe natural features or recall incidents between 
the former Ngati Mamoe occupants of Banks 
Peninsula who, some time after Tasman’s visit in 
1642, came under attack from the Ngai Tahu who 
established scattered villages in the present area 
of Christchurch, and at Purau, Ripa (Ripapa) 
Island, Rapaki, and Governor's Bay in Lyttelton 
Harbour. 

The eastern look-out stronghold above Taylor's 
Mistake, when investigated by a Canterbury 
Museum party in 1969 showed no signs of 
permanent occupation. Because it commanded 
such a splendid view of the sweep of Pegasus 
Bay this tiny earth-walled enclosure, known to 
the Maori as Otokitoki, was probably built about 
1830 when the great pa of Kaiapohia near the 
Ashley River mouth was under siege and local 
Maoris feared an attack by the Northern invaders. 
In the event they made no stand, but fell back on 
Onawe Peninsula in Akaroa Harbour, an extensive 
Pa in which the Northerners captured in one day! 
Following south and west from Evans Pass we 
find the rocky heights above Lyttelton named 
O-kete-upoko, “‘place of the basket of heads.” 
Legend has it that the Ngai Tahu conqueror Te 
Rangi Whakaputa festooned the outcrops with 
heads of the conquered Ngati Mamoe. From the 
latter tribe comes the picturesque name applied to 
Castle Rock, the volcanic dyke on the hillside 
west of the Bridle Path, overlooking the Heath- 
cote River. It was called the ‘“‘citadel of the god 


THIS PAGE SPONSORED BY THE MAKERS 
OF MARATHON GUMBOOTS. 


Christchurch for you to express your practical 
support. 


We acknowledge especially the generous support 
of advertisers, members and prominent citizens 
who have made publication of this booklet 
possible. 


Copies of this brochure may be ordered from 
the above, or at the offices of the Canterbury 
Horticultural Society or the Canterbury Public 
Relations Office and of course from retail shops 
throughout the area served by the Summit Road. 


whose incarnation is the rainbow... Te Tihi o 
Kahukura.”’ Here, according to tradition the last 
district chief of the Ngati Mamoe hurled his 
spear far down the slope in sheer frustration in 
the advance of Ngai Tahu. Palisades reported as 
still visible in 1850 on the north-eastern slopes 
of Mt. Pleasant are believed to represent a 
stronghold pa constructed almost 200 years 
earlier by the Ngati Mamoe in a vain effort to 
check the invaders. 

Between Mt Pleasant and the Sugar Loaf we come 
to Witch Hill, overlooking the village of Rapaki, 
and named from the Ngai Tahu ancestor Kuri, as 
Kuri's Head (Te Upoki-o-Kuri). The still more 
remote ancestor Tamatea, associated in tradition 
with the arrival near Gisborne of the founding 
Takitimu canoe from Hawaiki, is commemorated 
in the name Ahi-a-Tamatea (cooking fires of 
Tamatea) which was aptly applied to the nearby 
dyke of volcanic lava known no less grandi- 
loquently to the Pakeha as the Giant’s Causeway. 
Cass Peak, overlooking Governors Bay, was 
called O-RONGO-MAI, “the place of listening.” 
Here Ngai Tahu scouts detected, from the sound 
of their voices, some of the fugitive Ngati Mamoe. 
At nearby Cooper's Knobs the Ngati Mamoe 
Chief Mawete was found and killed, hence the 
name O-MAWETE (the place of Mawete.) 
Somewhere between Coopers Knobs and the 
Senecio cliff, the Rapaki Maoris claim that an 
ancestor, fleeing Te Rauparaha’s scouts in 1831 
secreted a greenstone mere in a cliff crevice. If 
found, such treasures of the past should be 
returned to the Maori people of Rapaki or handed 
in to the Canterbury Museum. 

We close our list near Gebbies Pass. Conical 
Hill was known as Te Tara-o-te-Rakitiaia (Te 
Rakitiais’s peak). The summit of the Pass itself, 
regularly used by war parties crossing into or 
from Lyttelton Harbour, was called Kawa Taua 
(battle-charm for the war party). 


This publication has been printed by Bascands Ltd., 
Christchurch (May 1972). Their technical skill and 
professional advice has always been readily available. 


MUTUAL AVIS 
the better way 
to see 
Christchurch 


TOWN & AROUND 


From Cathedral Square all of Christchurch radiates. 
A climb up the Cathedral spire (215ft.) gives a 
unique view of the city and across the plains 
towards the Southern Alps. Near the Cathedral is 
the War Memorial and across the Square the Chief 
Post Office. 

It is only a short walk to Victoria Square, site of 
the new Civic Centre. The Bowker Fountain is 
illuminated most evenings and the floral clock is on 
nearby Victoria Street. A little farther down the 
river Avon is the band rotunda, with traditional 
band concerts on Sundays. 

Canoes are available for hire for the more 
enterprising and adventurous, while others may 
enjoy the fine walks along the banks of the Avon 
River. The Bridge of Remembrance is only one of 
the many bridges crossing the river in the city 
centre. 

Hagley Park covers an area of 500 acres and 
actually borders the commercial centre of the city. 
Within easy walking distance, the McDougall Art 
Gallery, the Museum and Planetarium are located 
on the edge of the Botanic Gardens (62 acres). It 
is possible to travel along Gloucester Street passing 
both the Canterbury Society of Arts Gallery and 
the Provincial Council Chambers. 

Farther afield in Hagley Park are the Totem Pole, a 
gift from the State of Oregon; and the Millbrook 
Reserve, a quiet, tree-lined walk near the river. 
Many other walks offer themselves in the vast area 
of Hagley Park. 

Two racecourses are within a few minutes drive of 
the city centre. Riccarton with both gallops and 
steeplechase racing, Addington for its trotting. 
Near Addington course is the Showground and 
Canterbury Court, location for the Industries Fair. 


HOURS OF BUSINESS 
AIRPORT Every Day 7.30 a.m.-9 p.m. 


CITY Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Sat-Sun 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
& Holidays 


ONE DAY TRIPS 


Akaroa (52 miles) is the original French settlement 
on the shores of Akaroa Harbour. Noted for the 
quaint architecture, the French museum, fishing 
and launch trips, it has many fine walks and has a 
charm all its own. 

Hanmer (83 miles) has the principal mineral 
springs of the South Island and lies in a basin 
which provides very fine weather in the summer 
months. Also noted for fishing in the four rivers 
near the township. Many sporting activities are 
available as well as deer shooting in the nearby 
ranges. 

Arthur's Pass (95 miles) is a small township 
nestling in the Southern Alps noted for its skiing in 
the winter months. Set in the National Park it has 
some of the finest examples of the rain forest and 
alpine flora in the area. 

Mutual can arrange many more one day trips. 
Inquire from the nearest Mutual office. 


More people by far-— hire 


WititeipAvis | 


RENTAL CARS 


WE RENT CARS, TRUCKS AND VANS 


92 GLOUCESTER ST. TELEPHONE 65-479 
CHRISTCHURCH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
Telephone 65-479 


It is the good things 
that are remembered 

You buy good things 

al 


DUNSTABLE HOUSE, 
CASHEL STREEY, 
CHRISTCHURCH. 
ESTABLISHED 1854. 


SIGHTSEEING 
TOURS OVER 
THE SUMMIT 

ROAD 


Midland Coachlines operate daily ve Sees ae pieced 
sightseeing tours which enable you to Bice: eS; 
relax and enjoy the panoramic views 

of the Southern Alps, Christchurch 

City, the Canterbury Plains and 

Lyttelton Harbour with its many 

bays and inlets. Expert drivers give 

interesting commentaries on the many 

highlights of the trip and stops are 

made for photographs at the best 

vantage points. 


Country and Southern Summit Road 
Departs Victoria Square 2 p.m. Sun- 
day only. Returns to Cathedral Square 
by 4.30 p.m. 


City and Northern Summit Road 
Departs Victoria Square 2 p.m. each 
day. Returns to Cathedral Square by 
4.30 p.m. 


Tickets are available from the Coach 
prior to departure, the Midland 
Terminal at 40 Lichfield Street, the 
Government Tourist Bureau, Travel 
Agents and leading City Hotels. 


Christchurch! 
cenic Convention 
ity of the 
outh Pacific 


Christchurch, as well as being the gateway to 
the scenic south, is the perfect convention 
city. The spacious new Town Hall, with its 
magnificent facilities can cater for every type 
and size of gathering. Beautifully situated on 
the banks of the River Avon, it is central to 
the whole of the city area. The main 
shopping centre is right on its doorstep, it 

is close to most of the big city hotels and 
motels, and surprisingly near to Christchurch 
International Airport. Visitors can be in the 
heart of the city within minutes of alighting 
from their aircraft at New Zealand’s most 
modern air terminal. 
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